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County commissioners sure heard an earful in 2015 from their constituents over 

bike lanes, next steps for a Confederate statue and the importance of protecting the 

environment.

But plans by the Plum Creek Timber Company, the county’s largest landowner, to 

sell off its land and bring thousands of acres of development to eastern Alachua 

County, drew arguably the most voluminous debate from across the county.

Proponents of the plan see opportunities for job growth and an economic boost to 

an otherwise struggling area, while opponents see promises that won’t be kept and 

wonder what will happen to the area, which is rich with wetlands and a high water 

table.

On Nov. 17, the city of Hawthorne annexed 1,200 acres of Plum Creek lands into its 

borders. Plum Creek envisions light industrial, commercial and residential projects 

to begin on this land located west of U.S. 301.

1



County staff had concerns over the environmental impacts, and other issues, but 

the commission voted twice not to challenge the annexation.

Commission Chair Robert Hutchinson said it’s in Plum Creek’s best interest to 

address county concerns because of what’s coming in future months. Plum Creek’s 

plan to develop additional thousands of acres in the county has already passed the 

planning board.

The plan encompasses 52,745 of its acres and calls for 3,380 acres to be developed 

into residential and urban development, also in the eastern part of Alachua County.

The County Commission will wrestle with whether to allow the plan to become a 

reality in 2016.

Other big county stories of 2015:”

• The statue of a Confederate soldier nickname ”Old Joe” has stood near the 

southeast corner of Main Street and University Avenue since 1904 and has often 

been overlooked. But after the killing of nine people in a South Carolina church in 

June, Confederate symbols were called into question. Residents began calling for 

the County Commission to remove the statue and the commission voted to move 

Old Joe to the Matheson Museum, which turned down the offer, citing the cost and 

controversy.

• A controversial zoning change within the city of Alachua that allowed for 

development over an underground cave system and could potentially affect the 

Floridan Acquifer flooded into the legal arena. The county challenged the zoning by 

filing a lawsuit. The matter resolved itself this fall after the landowners and the 

county agreed to a settlement that mitigated the effects of development on the 
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lands located near the U.S. 441 and I-75 intersection. Wal-Mart is one of the area 

landowners.

• Alachua County Sheriff Sadie Darnell appealed her budget to the governor’s 

Cabinet, arguing that the funds she received for the current fiscal year from the 

county were inadequate. Both the county and Darnell interpret the budget 

spreadsheets differently — the county says this year Darnell received more money 

than last year while she says her budget was drastically reduced. The appeal is still 

pending.

• The county adopted an irrigation efficiency code this year meant to promote water

conservation and improve water quality by increasing efficiency and limiting 

harmful nutrient run-off. The rules affect new commercial and residential 

automatic irrigation systems or existing systems with substantial modifications.

• Confusion over lane sharing between bicyclists and vehicles on Northwest 16th 

Avenue prompted the county to change the roadway’s configuration. The road will 

now include a designated 4-foot bike lane.

• This was the last full year for the boundary adjustment act, which expires on Feb. 

29. The expiration means annexations in Alachua County will now be governed by 

state laws.
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