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Next week the Alachua County Commission will undertake a momentous vote on 

behalf of its residents regarding the future of our region. This vote is the county's 

decision whether or not to forward the Envision Alachua sector plan to the state of 

Florida for review and approval.

Over the last five years, more than 2,000 community members and leaders have 

worked alongside Plum Creek leaders to balance competing community issues and 

develop a plan that could achieve both economic and conservation goals. After 

reviewing the facts surrounding the Envision Alachua sector plan, and seeing its 

alignment with the Gainesville Area Chamber's vision of this region as a global hub 

of talent, innovation and opportunity, the chamber's board voted to support the 

plan.

We encourage all residents to know the facts about Envision Alachua, in particular 

as they relate to several key issues and goals before our community. Passage of the 

plan would empower the region to increase opportunity by helping us narrow the 

income gap between east and west Alachua County, increase conservation, advance 

preeminence for the University of Florida and create new tax revenue for the 

county.
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The Envision Alachua sector plan includes bringing new companies, jobs and 

capital investment to eastern Alachua County, which has historically suffered from 

a lack of opportunity. By positioning greater Gainesville to attract new companies, 

Envision Alachua would also increase job creation in diverse industries that could 

be more evenly distributed across the region's existing and future talent base, thus 

increasing opportunities for all.

These new companies — particularly those in advanced manufacturing — would 

create jobs across the skills and education spectrum, from the GED to the Ph.D. 

Further, the new jobs would help our region address its income gap, which in July 

2015 was cited by USA Today as the nation's fourth highest. In addition, students 

and younger residents who wish to make Alachua County their home could find 

here the kinds of opportunities currently available in other cities.

At no taxpayer cost, the Envision Alachua plan would conserve 24,539 acres more 

than the current Alachua County comprehensive plan requires. Plum Creek, not the

citizens of Alachua County, would pay for the roads and infrastructure needed to 

develop the land under consideration.

Envision Alachua is a proposed amendment to the county's existing comprehensive 

plan. This means if it is approved, it must be implemented as outlined in the plan, 

and no one — not Plum Creek or any entity involved— could legally change it 

without County Commission approval. This requirement is the same for any of the 

numerous requests approved by the county each year for plan amendments. In fact,

upon passage of Envision Alachua, the lands designated by the plan for offsite 

conservation would immediately fall under a deed restriction that would forever 

prevent their future development.

Additionally, the tax revenues Alachua County would realize through large-scale 

development and business attraction would enable the improvement of 
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infrastructure and educational amenities countywide. This plan, while providing 

opportunities for our most needed areas, will actually bolster and support a 

revitalized and vibrant region as a whole, including downtown Gainesville and 

beyond.

The Envision Alachua sector plan would also support UF as it advances toward 

preeminence through a global opportunity in agricultural science and technology 

research. The university's Institute for Food and Agricultural Science — ranked No. 

8 among the Best Global Agricultural Sciences Universities by U.S. News — is 

tackling worldwide problems such as hunger, crop resilience, production and 

security, agricultural water usage, and more. Giving IFAS room to expand in 

Alachua County at the location proposed in the plan would help our region to better

leverage this world-class center and position greater Gainesville as a leading 

innovator in solving major problems of significant global concern.

When you look at the facts — as a business owner, parent, young professional, east 

Gainesville resident, or even just as person who loves this unique and beautiful 

region — finding a reason not to support the Envision Alachua sector plan is a 

challenge. The Envision Alachua sector plan plan proposes development of only 6 

percent of Plum Creek's total acreage, yet would poise greater Gainesville for 

exponential economic, environmental and community progress for generations to 

come.

We call on the Alachua County County Commission to vote to transmit the Envision

Alachua sector plan to the state of Florida for review.

— Susan Davenport is president/CEO of the Gainesville Area Chamber of 

Commerce and lives in Gainesville.
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