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There are no classes taught at the University of Florida's East Campus along Waldo 

Road. Instead, the majority of the 450 or so employees working in the complex of 

brick buildings behind a wrought iron fence handle mostly administrative duties. 

Departments such as payroll, Web and data services were moved here to free up 

room at the congested main campus. 

Now, the eastside campus is facing its own space constraints, as the packed parking 

lot on most weekdays shows. An application to the city of Gainesville seeks to use a 

small parcel of land the university already owns for overflow parking. 

The application notes the possibility of a different use as the site continues to 

“evolve and redevelop over time,” an indication that while the site has not yet been 

a driver of redevelopment along the Waldo Road corridor, university officials are 

not giving up hope. 

“We don't have any specific plans but we are going to build up that area more,” UF 

President Kent Fuchs said during a meeting with the Sun editorial board last week. 
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During that interview, Fuchs said the university officials have talked among 

themselves about potentially acquiring the nearby Tacachale property, the oldest 

and largest community for Floridians with developmental disabilities, if state 

government makes it available at some point. 

“It's not available right now, but if it became available, I think we would seize upon 

it,” he said. 

Other local officials, including County Commissioner Robert “Hutch'' Hutchinson, 

are suggesting possible land swaps involving the under-used Tacachale property 

now that the Plum Creek development proposals are in flux. 

Like those advocates, UF officials are looking at some of these changes to become 

catalysts for redevelopment and an economic boost for east Gainesville area 

restaurants and shops. 

So far, such redevelopment has not followed UF's east side campus. A vendor 

opened a lunch counter on the campus, but it eventually closed down. Fred Rowe, 

the project manager for the eastside campus, just started getting food trucks to visit 

the campus during lunch hour. 

Still, the campus plays an integral role in research work, and that could make it a 

model as Fuchs eyes growing UF's presence in urban areas across the state - 

including in major cities like Orlando and Tampa - with graduate-level programs 

and research. 

The campus already is something of a magnet for those looking to work with some 

of the most powerful supercomputers in the country. 

The site is the home of the UF Data Center, a $14 million, 25,000-square-foot brick 

facade bunker where two superfast computers - HiPerGator and HiPerGator 2.0 - 
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allow researchers from UF and other universities and countries to perform highest-

level computations. 

For example, the $8 million HiPerGator 2.0 - which came online in late 2015 - is 

capable of 1.1 trillion computations per second. 

A small sampling of the research conducted with it includes DNA sequencing of 

beetles and Swiss scientists' work on particle physics. Damon Woodard, an 

associate professor in the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering and 

the director of the UF Biometrics and Machine Learning Lab, is using the computer 

on research to into iris, facial and hand recognition to identify individuals. 

UF officials say the computer is the most powerful university supercomputer in the 

South and the third fastest in the country. 

The HiperGator system now has the capacity to store 20 billion photographs, all the 

books in the Library of Congress and the nation's 25 largest public libraries and 86 

million additional books and 21 million times more data than the computer 

program for the Apollo 11 moon mission. 

Keeping the powerful computer equipment cool is high-tech, complex process itself, 

said John Toner Jr., the data center manager. A chilled water system cools air that 

runs into the computer room through vents in a three-foot high raised floor. A 

raised roof gives warm air space to rise and leave the room. Toner said it takes the 

equivalent of 120 household air conditioning units to cool two rooms in the 

building. 

Toward the back of the east side campus stands one of the first UF tenants on site, 

the Powell Family Structures and Materials Laboratory. 
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Inside a large warehouse-like complex of buildings with high roofs, researchers 

study the effects of natural disasters such as tornadoes, earthquakes and hurricanes 

on homes and other buildings. 

Walk through the lab and steel roof shingles and wood walls stand in various 

research areas. Ongoing research is also looking at the ability of high-performance 

concrete to withstand high force impacts in a lab test trying to simulate the power 

of an explosion in a terrorist attack. 

A hurricane simulator inside a long wind tunnel features a “terraformer,” a system 

that is able to mimic the terrain of a neighborhood with hundreds of small, 

computer controlled cylinder devices that rise out of the floor. 

The hurricane simulator is out of service right now as the roaring diesel engines 

that once powered its wind tunnel are being replaced by electric engines, said Jon 

Sinnreich, the lab's research services coordinator. 

Sinnreich also acknowledged another sign of the growing campus: The lab can't run 

as loudly as it once did. There are more departments and employees on campus 

than ever before, with more on the way. 

 


