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The County Commission has decided to ask voters by way of the Nov. 8 ballot to 

renew a half-cent sales tax that will be used to fund conservation lands and parks 

and recreation projects. 

If voters approve the extension of the Wild Spaces and Public Places sales tax, first 

approved in 2008, it would be in effect for eight more years — through Dec. 31, 

2024. 

Revenue collected by the sales tax will go toward buying and improving 

conservation lands in addition to creating, improving and maintaining parks and 

recreation facilities. 

The sales tax would be applied county wide — meaning it will also be imposed in 

the smaller municipalities that will benefit by getting part of the proceeds to fund 

projects in their areas as long as the county deems them appropriate. 

Tangible projects the money will be spent on will be hashed out later in the process. 
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According to the county, the purpose of acquiring and improving the lands is to 

protect drinking-water sources, wildlife habitats and water quality. 

The vote passed 4-1 with Commissioner Lee Pinkoson casting the dissenting vote. 

Commissioner Mike Byerly said the commission’s role over the next 25 years, 

before Alachua County is “substantially built out,” is to acquire undeveloped land 

while it can still do so affordably. Cities in the future can then choose to annex this 

land. 

“As far as how the county spends its (share of the) money, my bias is toward land 

conservation. If it were up to me we’d spend all of our share on land conservation,” 

said Byerly. “I understand some members of the board have other priorities, as 

well.” 

One of them was Pinkoson. 

He said he would like to put some of the money aside in an endowment fund to pay 

for maintenance on properties funded by the sales tax monies so those costs don’t 

affect the general fund. 

He said conservation projects have done well over the last 15 years and now the 

county needs to figure out how to pay its employees a living wage, fund a children’s 

services advisory board and help those who may be affected by the downgrading of 

some fire stations. 

“I think we’ve done well on conservation and I think it’s time to focus our energies 

on something else,” said Pinkoson. “That argument needs to go out there.’’ 

During the public comment section of the meeting, county resident Bruce Nelson 

spoke out against the referendum. He speculated that east Gainesville voters won’t 

support the tax increase, especially in light of the county’s vote not to move ahead 
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with a plan by Weyerhaeuser, which recently acquired the Plum Creek Timber 

Company. The company said its plan would bring much-needed jobs and housing 

to the east Gainesville area. 

“At what point do you say that you cannot continue to do this and ignore the needs 

of all the people of Alachua (county) and who may not be watching tonight who do 

not understand everything about government and actually think that their road is 

going to get fixed next month?” he said. 

“I hope that poor people will wake up, I hope that middle income people will wake 

up, that the people of east Gainesville will wake up and say a pox on your house, no 

tax for any more land acquisition until you meet your other responsibilities,” 

Nelson said. 

Susan Bottcher, a member of both the city of Gainesville’s Public Parks and 

Recreation board and Arts in Parks Foundation board, said funds generated from 

the proposed sales tax would go to help improve parks and recreation offerings in 

east Gainesville. 

“This is an important initiative,” she said. 

She also spoke of the sales tax being a way to accomplish something that doesn’t 

require raising the property tax rate. 

“The really nice thing about the sales tax is the fact, that you well know, is people 

from outside the city of Gainesville, outside of Alachua County, help to support 

this,’’ she said. 

Elizabeth Manley, also a member of the city’s Parks and Recreation board, said the 

initiative would bring significant and immediate improvements to the area. 
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“I know we talk a lot about core services and parks, but I would really encourage 

you to not think that way,” she said. 

“Parks are a part of our core services. They lead to quality of life, which is, at its 

heart, like the real reason that we’re here. That’s what’s bringing people to Alachua 

County. That’s what’s bringing businesses, that’s what’s bringing tourist dollars, all 

of these various levels of economic development, that’s what’s going to draw in 

talent.” 

The county will talk in more specifics about how the funds would be spent at its 

June 7 meeting. 


