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Weyerhaeuser has asked the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to 

remove its 32,795 acres from an Alachua County project sought for acquisition 

under the Florida Forever program. 

The Lochloosa Forest project submitted by the 

county is set to be considered Friday by DEP’s 

Acquisition and Restoration Council to determine 

if it meets criteria for Florida Forever. 

“As the majority landowner included in Alachua 

County’s Lochloosa Forest application, we believe 

this application is premature with regard to 

Weyerhaeuser’s property,” the letter states. 

“Although we have had limited discussions with 

the county about a potential land swap under very specific conditions, we have had 

no conversations about a land sale. In fact, we were very surprised to learn that the 

commission had submitted this application without discussing it with us.” 
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Weyerhaeuser, which owns what was formerly known as the Plum Creek Timber 

Co., and the county have discussed swapping forest land to preserve property for 

conservation. 

In return, Weyerhaeuser would get land along Waldo Road for creating economic 

development projects. Potentially included is the Tacachale campus, a state facility 

for the developmentally disabled that could be expanded to include a nursing home 

or assisted living facility for the community at-large. 

Alachua County Commission Chairman Robert Hutchinson said in a text message 

he strongly believes that landowners have a right to determine, without pressure, 

whether they want to consider swapping or selling their property. 

He added that imperfect communications between Weyerhaeuser and the county, 

and within each agency, resulted in the misunderstanding. 

“While the county's goals are relatively transparent regarding a jobs center along 

Waldo Road, as discussed in a number of public meetings, what Weyerhaeuser's 

ultimate goals are for their lands remain unclear,” Hutchinson wrote. “While we 

can be patient with respect to land conservation projects, the community is 

impatient for motion on Eastside economic revitalization. I hope we can work 

together in the future better than this current situation indicates." 

Hutchinson said the county will present the Lochloosa Forest project to the state 

council Friday, adding that a second landowner in the proposal wants to move 

forward. That owner, Claude Lanier, has much less property in play than 

Weyerhaeuser. 

The Lochloosa Forest project totals 37,495 acres primarily in eastern Alachua 

County and would create a 27-mile greenway from the Orange Lake area to the 

Santa Fe River by connecting with other publicly owned property. 
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County officials hope that connection is a major selling point in their pitch to state 

officials. 

The land is in various parcels and much of it connects to land held by public 

agencies, including the county, the Florida Forest Service, the St. Johns River 

Water Management District and the University of Florida's Austin Cary Forest. 

It would provide a vast outdoor playground for fishing, hunting, hiking and 

backpacking, and mountain biking. 

It is already on several state lists as critical habitat for specific animals and birds 

and for terrain features such as upland sandhills and wetlands. 

And it would provide a vital green link from the Ocala National Forest in Marion 

County to Camp Blanding in Bradford County. 


