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Regressive tax

A sales tax is a regressive tax that imposes a greater burden on the poor and middle
class than on the rich.

We have the greatest income inequality since the 1920s. In Alachua County, 1 out of
every 4 students in the school system come from families whose incomes are below
the poverty line. We also have more than 60,000 college students, who generally
have low incomes.

These students already are taxed to support RTS through their student fees. The
proposed transportation sales tax will tax students twice for transportation.

Americans have used tolls to pay for road maintenance, hence the term turnpikes.
Why don’t we have tolls on Waldo Road, Newberry Road, etc.? Why don’t we
impose a registration fees on all cars and bikes in Alachua County?

If a sales tax is absolutely necessary,why don’t we split the cost of transportation
between sales and real property taxes?

Harvey Goldstein,

Gainesville

Traffic nightmare

Narrowing of roadways, elimination of vehicle lanes and on-street parking to create
little-used bicycle lanes, and failure to adequately maintain road surfaces have
combined to make Gainesville an auto-unfriendly city.

This may be exactly what the City Commission has in mind, but commissioners
need to realize that Gainesville is a medium-sized county seat in the middle of a
largely rural county. Like it or not, most of the people traveling to and through
Gainesville will make the trip in privately owned vehicles, and traffic engineering
needs to support this reality.

In response to Ron Cunningham’s opinion that University Avenue is a traffic sewer
running through the heart of Gainesville (column, Feb. 2), I would offer my opinion
that his proposal to turn this throughway into another congested traffic nightmare
is a thought sewer running through the heart of The Sun.

David Jenkins,

Gainesville

Streetcar revival

Contrary to Richard DesChenes’ assertion (letter, Feb. 5) that streetcars went away
100 years ago, there has been a nationwide rebirth of streetcar (light rail) usage.

Cities such as San Diego, Dallas, Salt Lake City and Portland, Ore., are among many
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