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Kudos to Plum Creek

Published: Wednesday, March 5, 2014 at 2:05 p.m.

I have lived in Gainesville almost all of my life and have seen a lot of change, some
good and some bad.

One of the things that has not changed is the economic condition of east Gainesville.
People are still working in jobs where they don't earn enough money to take care of
their families. It has been this way for many, many years, and I have been waiting
for something good to happen. We now have a chance for some real good change in
east Gainesville and I hope it will happen soon.

Plum Creek is the first company that I know to come to our area that is committed
to raising our quality of life by providing jobs. We need economic development in
east Gainesville to get our young men off the street corners and into decent jobs.
The 31 percent poverty rate in east Gainesville is shameful and many families are
struggling just to make ends meet.

The project Plum Creek is planning will make things better for east Gainesville and
all of Alachua County. We need to support Plum Creek so that good changes can
take place in our community. This may be our last chance to see something good
happen on the east side of Waldo Road.

People who don't live on our side of town appear to know what's better for us than
we do, but we know what we need. Plum Creek invited the citizens of east
Gainesville and other parts of the city and county to sit with them and plan this
project.

I thank them for letting us participate since east Gainesville is often overlooked
when change is being discussed.

Rosa B. Williams,

Gainesville
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