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Albert White listens to input during a community workshop on planned development of Plum Creek land. 
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Job diversity, hospitals, restaurants, hotels and a recreation complex were a few of the items on a wish list from 
east Gainesville residents who were asked to provide feedback on a proposed Plum Creek development in east 
Alachua County. 

Plum Creek, the biggest landowner in the nation with about 7 million acres of land, is planning to develop 
thousands of acres in east Alachua County between east Gainesville and the town of Windsor off SR 21. 

And at a recent community meeting held at Springhill Baptist Church, east Gainesville residents had the 
opportunity to say just how they want the property developed.  

"We have an opportunity to plan something for the future," said Todd Powell, director of real estate for Plum 
Creek. Powell said the development will happen over many years, and major drivers will be economic 
development, conservation and the environment. 

Upcoming Plum Creek public meetings include an "Envision Alachua Task Force Meeting No. 4" from 6-9 p.m. 
Nov. 9 at Emerson Hall at the University of Florida and "Models of Innovation in Community Design" to be 
held from 7-9 p.m. Nov. 15 at P.K. Yonge Developmental Research School, 1080 SW 11th St. 
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At the community meeting, participants were divided into small groups to share concerns and their vision for 
the Plum Creek development. The target areas included economic opportunities, environmental conservation 
and community services. 

The wish list included such things as good jobs for all skill levels, expanding public transportation and 
protecting lakes. They wanted restaurants, hotels, hospitals and health centers, a senior center, shopping centers, 
a recreation complex, grocery stores, good roads, more agriculture, processing plants, furniture factories, art 
centers for the visual and performing arts, schools, affordable homes, tourism opportunities and vocational 
education opportunities.  

They wanted to protect fragile lands, set aside lands for wildlife habitats and create walking and biking trails. 

Rose Flagler, community relations manager for Plum Creek, said the feedback would be considered for 
inclusion in the development plan. To look at ways to develop thousands of acres, Plum Creek has established 
the Envision Alachua Task Force of about 30 people, including Vivian Filer, a community activist and lifelong 
resident of east Gainesville. The task force is charged with drafting a vision, goals and guiding principles for the 
Plum Creek development.  

Albert White, a consultant to Plum Creek, gave an overview of the history of Gainesville and encouraged the 
nearly 70 people who attended the meeting to share their vision. "This is a great opportunity," White said. "You 
are on the ground floor to see what happens and to guide it through your input. Speak up and see if we can make 
it happen,"  

Ora White, White's wife and a retired superintendent of Tacachale, called for creating a diversity of jobs, 
including those that require skilled labor and non-skilled labor. "I don't see growth in this area," Ora White said. 
"We need a diversity of jobs." 

Filer agreed more skilled labor jobs that pay well are needed. Filer said many would benefit from vocational 
education. 

Phillis Filer, public services administrator at the Alachua County Library District, advocated for the protection 
of water and the lakes and for the protection of fragile lands. 

“We need recreation centers and walking trails to enjoy the environment as we exercise," said Leanetta 
McNealy, retired educator and longtime principal of Duval Elementary School. 

McNealy's wish list also included a center for the arts, where youth could do ballet and participate in 
gymnastics and other areas of the performing arts.  

"So often, children don't get the exposure to the arts," McNealy lamented. 

Phillis Filer agreed. "There is so much talent, but the children don't get the exposure," said Phillis Filer, adding 
that with budget cuts to the arts in public schools, it's up to the community and Plum Creek to provide 
opportunities in the arts for youth.  

McNealy commended Plum Creek for efforts to involve the community in the design of their development. 
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