
 
 
 
 

Citizens have their say on a plan for east Alachua 
County 
 

 
Albert White listens to input during a community in a workshop for the development of the Plum 
Creek lands in eastern Alachua County at the Springhill Missionary Baptist Church on Wednesday in 
Gainesville. 

Matt Stamey/Staff photographer 

By Anthony Clark 
Business editor 
Published: Wednesday, October 5, 2011 at 10:14 p.m. 
Last Modified: Wednesday, October 5, 2011 at 10:14 p.m. 

The Plum Creek timber company turned its land-planning process over to the public 

Wednesday night and came away with a wish list to improve what is lacking and to 

preserve what is good about the east side of Alachua County. 
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The company is the largest private landowner in the county and is forming a master 

plan at the behest of Alachua County for thousands of acres east of Newnan’s Lake 

and west of U.S. 301 between State Roads 26 and 20. 

“We don’t have a plan,” said Rose Fagler, Plum Creek community relations manager. 

The process that Plum Creek is calling Envision Alachua started a few months ago by 

convening a task force of about 30 people representing a wide variety of interests to 

discuss opportunities for economic development and land conservation east of 

Gainesville. 

The general public had its say Wednesday in the first community workshop held at 

Springhill Missionary Baptist Church in east Gainesville. Their comments will be 

incorporated into a draft document of goals. 

Many of the 70 people in attendance saw an opportunity for development to help cure 

some of the economic ills of east Gainesville, with hopes of creating jobs that pay a 

living wage for people of all education levels and bring some of the services that are 

lacking such as health care, banking and a diversity of retail options. 

Several people said vocational education is needed in the area. 

“We need growth because we don’t have access to all the advantages people on the 

northwest do,” Vivian Filer said as part of a small group discussion. “This is an 

opportunity to look broadly about what might be.” 

John Martin, former Hawthorne mayor and current County Commission 

candidate, said Plum Creek provides an opportunity to overcome racial 

stereotypes that have held back private developers in east Gainesville. 
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“There has not been enough private capital in that area … we’re excited about 

the prospects of that,” he said. 

Terry Tougaw, director of community planning for Alachua County Public 

Schools, said development could help save eastside schools that have 

diminishing enrollment. 

Hawthorne City Manager Ellen Vause said part of the property could 

piggyback on an existing industrial area in that city just south of the Plum 

Creek lands. 

Several people said new business and industry could take advantage of the 

CSX rail line and Highways 20, 26 and 301. 

Residential development could also link to Hawthorne since county land-use 

regulations encourage development in existing residential corridors, said task 

force member Rob Brinkman. 

“A lot of thought should be given to focus residential development in areas 

where it already exists,” he said. 

Task force member Justin Williams is with the Cracker Boys Hunting Club 

that leases a portion of the land. He reported from one small group discussion 

that development provides opportunities for ecotourism and should enhance 

Newnan’s Lake, which “is very fragile.” 

Reporting from another group, Chris Coleman, chairman of the East 

Gainesville Development Corporation, said the land should include 

preservation and wildlife corridors and include a center to educate people 

about the environment. The group also discussed the need for a large primary 

employer. 
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