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For a better community in 2011: 

* Commit to Innovation Gainesville: This private-public partnership to promote our 

university city as a hub for green, bio-tech and high-tech businesses and industries 

requires the collaboration of government, business and civic leaders. 

Protect our natural and cultural assets: What makes ours a "livable" city are its natural 

environment, clean water and its rich cultural and artistic enterprises. The success of 

initiatives like Innovation Gainesville rely as much on these assets as UF's R&D 

prowess. 

* Improve town-gown relations: Much progress was made last year with the landmark 

GRU-Shands power agreement. UF's Innovation Square initiative promises a mid-city 

economic renaissance and deserves the full support of local government and the 

community. 

* Keep fighting for a meaningful clean-up of the Koppers Superfund Site: The EPA's 

plan is clearly unacceptable. 

* Reinvent local government: In the face of continuing federal and state budget cuts 

and declining local tax revenues, the overlapping, duplicative and often feuding layers 

of government in this county do not well-serve the taxpayers. What's needed in 2011 

is the creation of a citizens committee on local government unification. 
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* Attack our education deficiencies from both ends: Work to reduce the county's 

unacceptably high school dropout rate, while continuing to support early childhood 

initiatives like the United Way's Success By Six. 

* Help the homeless: Make the long promised one-stop-center a reality. 

* Improve transit: Let this be the year lawmakers allow Santa Fe College to 

join the RTS-UF transit partnership. 

We invite readers to make their own Agenda for Progress suggestions at our 

Virtual Town Hall Meeting web site (www.gainesville.com/opinion). 
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