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We are members of the Envision Alachua Community Task Force. For three years we have met, as volunteers, to help 

Plum Creek craft a 50-year vision for the 60,000-plus acres it owns in the eastern portion of the county. 

 

Florida law allows large landowners to create these long-term plans, called “sector plans.” So instead of deciding what 

it wanted to do and just informing the community, Plum Creek asked a diverse group of citizens to guide the sector 

plan application. That application is now being considered by the County Commission. 

 

Each member of the task force brought their own values and priorities to the table. Some were primarily interested in 

the environmental impacts of the project while some were focused on creating desperately needed jobs for those living 

in Hawthorne or east Gainesville. Some wanted to maintain certain cultural values such as hunting on the land or 

protecting the unique nature of an area such as Windsor. 

 

Santa Fe College and UF representatives saw the opportunity to build important public/private partnerships for the 

future of their important institutions. Many voices shared many perspectives. For three years we have listened and 

learned from each other and ultimately built consensus on a plan that incorporates all these values. 

 

Please know we were not hoodwinked by Plum Creek or tricked somehow into doing their bidding. You just need to 

look at the members of the task force to know that is not true. We believe a planning vision that simply maintains the 

status quo or prefers no development in the eastern county is not good enough. 

 

We see a different future; a positive and progressive one that balances meaningful protection of the environment with 

an equally meaningful commitment to creating jobs and improving educational opportunities from the GED to the 

Ph.D. This is a unique opportunity to build something very special for our families and more importantly, for those 

who follow us. To pass on this opportunity would be a terrible mistake. 

 

We are proud to support the Envision Alachua sector plan and sincerely hope the County Commission and the entire 

community will do so as well. 

 

Dug Jones and Adrian Taylor live in Gainesville, Bobbi Walton and Dorothy Brown live in Windsor, Justin 

Williams lives in Melrose and Steve Seibert lives in Tallahassee. 
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