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This column is in response to Mac McEachern's May 17 letter concerning Plum Creek's support of Windsor's annual 

Zucchini Festival. 

 

The Windsor Volunteer Fire Department (WVFD) has always accepted support from the timber companies that have 

owned land near Windsor. The fire department is built on donated land from one of the timber companies. The reason 

for the Plum Creek Pavilion's name is it was built about six or more years ago from funds furnished through the Plum 

Creek Foundation while also being allowed to be built on its property. 

 

Plum Creek has helped us with many of our station maintenance projects including the area where we serve food and 

meet. When Plum Creek has seen a financial need, it has either volunteered to help or WVFD has requested help. 

They have never turned us down. 

 

Alachua County has only been able to furnish a certain amount of funds for WVFD and those funds do not cover 

building maintenance, $11,000 annually for our insurance and a staff of one full-time employee each day, along with 

volunteers for 24-7 coverage. Additionally, we still have administration costs, utility bills and truck repairs, of which 

the Zucchini Festival proceeds help to support. 

 

We have always felt the timber companies have been our blessing, making it possible for us to have the luxury of fire 

protection that other places in the county take for granted. We are first responders for the vast amount of timber land 

surrounding us. 

 

The people in Windsor are much too smart to be bought off or “hoodwinked” as McEachern and others have said. 

Please listen and respect our vision for this part of the county that includes more jobs, better schools and a real boost 

for Hawthorne. We hold Plum Creek to the same standard we would hold anybody coming our way with a venture like 

this and appreciate the people who want to make sure Plum Creek lives up to its word. 

 

I have served on the Envision Alachua task force for three years and welcome input to consider with all of the facts 

and expert input that has been a part of this planning process. I hope to live long enough to see our plan become a 

reality. 

 

Bobbi J. Walton is president of Windsor Community Service of the Windsor Volunteer Fire Department. 
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