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One timber company or another has owned most of eastern Alachua County for the last 74 years. Right 
now, Plum Creek is the owner. From 1940 until 1970, the timber companies allowed everyone free reign 
over timber-company lands. In 1970, the timber companies started leasing out the land for hunting and 
recreation.

I have lived in Hawthorne since 1958 and remember when C.R. 219 from Hawthorne to Melrose was dirt. 
Southeast 71st Street was dirt. C.R, 1474 from Windsor to the Putnam County line was dirt. U.S. 301 was 
two lanes and S.R. 20 was two lanes. In what now is the 32640 ZIP code (Hawthorne), there were 400 
mail boxes.

Fast-forward to 2014 and in the same ZIP code there are approximately 5,400. So in the last 56 years, we 
have an increase of 5,000 new residences in Hawthorne. This mail-box number increase does not include 
Windsor, Rochelle or Melrose.

If you include Windsor, Melrose and Rochelle, it would be more like 9,072 residences. Hawthorne now 
has a four-laned S.R. 20 and a four-laned U.S. 301, C.R. 219 is paved, 1474 is paved and Southeast 171st 
Street is paved. We have had an increase of 90 homes a year for the last 56 years in the 32640 ZIP code. If 
you include Melrose, Windsor and Rochelle, it would be more like 162 homes a year.

Plum Creek is asking for 10,000 thousand homes over 50 years or 200 homes a year. The city of Gaines-
ville builds 600 new homes a year. For the people that are worried about water running out, we have most 
of the water in Alachua County on the east Side of Alachua County. Most of Gainesville’s water is sucked 
from under Hawthorne. About 10,000 homes would use 2.2 million gallons a day, which is not a tremen-
dous amount of water.

For the people that think eastern Alachua County is swampland, it is not. Out of the 19,000 acres Plum 
Creek is asking to develop around Hawthorne, about 10,000 acres is high and dry. This can be verified by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture soil maps.

The Comprehensive Plan needs to be changed because we have plenty of under-utilized roads, land, water 
and natural resources, plus a large work force needing jobs close to Hawthorne.



To anyone who thinks the taxpayer is going to build roads for Plum Creek, think again. The Alachua Coun-
ty Commission does not build roads for any developer. The developer builds the roads to county specks 
along with a lot of extra perks and if the county wants them after they are complete the developer deeds 
them to the county.

The problem Plum Creek has is that almost everyone’s land in the Hawthorne area touches Plum Creek 
land. Where I live is completely surrounded by Plum Creek land, but I don’t think I should be able to tell 
Plum Creek what they can and cannot do with their land. After all, Plum Creek owns it. These people don’t 
want neighbors so therefore they are against Plum Creek Plan and or for Stand By Our Plan.

The easiest way not to have neighbors is to try and keep growth down. People get their 5 or 10 acres and 
don’t want anyone else to have any. If people felt the way they do now in 1958, the people that are here 
now would not be here enjoying eastern Alachua County.

I don’t think the Hawthorne area is overcrowded at all. Hawthorne needs growth and jobs in order to 
grow. It would be nice to have more businesses in Hawthorne but it takes people to support them in order 
to build in the Hawthorne area.

Another problem I have is how County Commissioner Mike Byerley can lead the charge for Stand By Our 
Plan and still be able to vote without waiting for both sides to present their cases at public hearing before 
the commission vote without prejudice. In order to enhance the value of Plum Creek land, it must get 
zoning changes which is what anyone that owns land in Alachua County does at commission meetings. 
When any landowners changes their zoning, it usually always makes the land worth more money. Timber 
companies have held the land in Alachua County for 74 years so I think they are entitled to make a profit 
off their investment.

For the last 56 years, the kids that graduate from Hawthorne High School or college usually have to leave 
to find a job. Maybe if the Plum Creek plan becomes reality, we will have businesses that can hire our 
young people and they can stay and enjoy the best of Alachua County, which is the Hawthorne area.

I just hope people will not be so selfish as to deny other people the same chance they had when they 
moved to Hawthorne. With 10,000 homes over 50 years the growth will not be noticeable but will im-
prove the quality of living in Hawthorne and the surrounding area.

Eddie Higginbotham lives in Hawthorne.


