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Lately, our community has divided among two factions — those that support the 

Envision Alachua Plan by Plum Creek and those against their proposal. In short, 

the plan promises to create jobs and build a sizeable community with thousands of 

homes and non-residential development in an area some consider ecologically 

sensitive. 

For several years, Plum Creek has held numerous forums about their plan. These 

forums included nice dinners, illustrative presentations, breakout sessions and time 

to socialize. The organization has also donated large sums of money to community 

organizations. I applaud Plum Creek for their efforts to be a part of this community; 

it has built strong support for their plan. 

On the other side, environmentalists have questioned the motives of Plum Creek. In 

particular, these individuals are concerned with the viability of building a large 

community in that area, the types of jobs that will come with this development, and 

the ecological impact of the proposed plan. This faction applauds the 

recommendation of Alachua County Commission Staff to reject the Plum Creek 

plan. 
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Putting the special interests and factions aside, I would like to focus on the real 

issue at hand: children. Yes, our community needs to promote economic 

opportunity that provides jobs for all citizens. Yes, eastern Alachua County deserves 

nicer homes, commercial development and investment in an aging infrastructure. 

Yes, we need to remain good stewards of our environment and water resources. 

And yes, these interests must align to meet the needs of our community. Why? Our 

children. 

Throughout these conversations we overlooked the fact these proposals will affect 

the children of today. Therefore it makes sense to ensure we invest our efforts in 

children to reach their full potential. Neither side of the debate has discussed the 

disappointing academic performance of some of our rural and eastern Alachua 

County schools. Quite frankly, D and F school grades are unacceptable even as 

academic standards increase. We have even forgotten the academic performance of 

struggling students at all schools. 

We should ask ourselves the following questions: Will our children have the 

preparation to live in the homes or take the jobs Plum Creek promises? And will 

our children be in a mental, physical and spiritual place to enjoy the pockets of 

pristine environments within in our community? 

The Chamber of Commerce, Plum Creek, environmentalists and our entire 

community should collaboratively work to improve the educational and holistic 

well-being of children, especially in Eastern Alachua County. Imagine the results 

our community could attain if we united behind the future of all children. 

We need to address eliminating the school-to-prison pipeline, improving 

graduation rates, increasing student motivation and interests through quality 

schooling, infusing Science Technology Engineering Arts Mathematics (STEAM) 
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into our schools, making sure our schools select and support highly qualified staff 

and administrators, and building community and economic partnerships with our 

schools. 

Remember the promise to our children! We should fight for their life, liberty, and 

pursuit of happiness. 

Xavier J. Monroe, a native of Gainesville, is an educational policy Ph.D. Student 

at Stanford University. He is a recent graduate of the University of Florida and 

the University of Michigan. 

Comment: 

Rose Fagler · Gainesville, Florida 
Hello Xavier J. Monroe; your opinion-editorial is spot on. With the luxury of time to prepare 
students for future jobs, when the Envision Alachua plan is approved, it is now time for the 
community leaders to collaborate in a meaningful way creating an action plan to address this 
issue. Through the Envision Alachua planning process, Plum Creek is hosting an Education 
Forum on October 1st at Santa Fe College Fine Arts Hall: "Why Preparing Our Youth for the 
Future is Critical." Please join us at this forum and provide input into the solution. You can find 
information in the 'Events' section at www.EnvisionAlachua.com or directly here: 
http://www.envisionalachua.com/events/view/648. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful opinion. 
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