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ALACHUA — University of Florida President Kent Fuchs challenged the 

community to show the same unity of purpose that allowed Cornell University to 

win its underdog bid under his leadership to build a tech campus in New York City 

against more than a dozen competitors.

“I know that this community is bent on reaching the next stage in its tech evolution,

the stage when Gainesville joins or even eclipses the likes of Austin or Research 

Triangle Park, the stage when ... people who can live anywhere choose to live here. I

believe we have the strongest chance of achieving this goal if we, like Cornell and 

Cornell Tech, make it our top priority to unify both of these dreams.”

Fuchs was keynote speaker at the 2015 Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce 

meeting at the Santa Fe River Ranch north of Alachua. About 400 were in 

attendance.

“I realize that in some ways our community, Gainesville, is already out in front of 

Cornell Tech,” he said. “We already have what they are only starting to build — a 

town-gown partnership surrounding innovation, entrepreneurship and a public-

private university investment to grow our economy.”
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The annual event gives the Chamber an opportunity to tell members and guests 

about its accomplishments in the prior year and to announce goals for the year 

ahead.

Chamber President and CEO Tim Giuliani ran through the list of accomplishments, 

including $256 million in new projects expected to result in nearly 300 high-paying

jobs and working with local government to influence public policy on issues such as

energy and transportation.

He said that after working with Gainesville Regional Utilities, the utility 

implemented three of the Chamber’s four recommendations, resulting in more than

$1 million in savings to ratepayers.

Through its Innovation Gainesville economic development plan, the Chamber 

forged regional partnerships for the first time to work on more than $500 million 

in new development projects, he said.

The Chamber worked with education, business and workforce leaders on efforts to 

make K-12 students better prepared for work and made 27 policy recommendations

to the city of Gainesville to improve the business climate, with a majority 

implemented by the city.

Giuliani said the Chamber also made progress on regional partnerships with 

relation to Envision Alachua, Plum Creek’s development and conservation plan for 

its land in the eastern part of the county. Plum Creek’s initial comp plan 

amendment application was recommended for denial by county staff.

“As you all are aware, this has the potential to absolutely repaint our region’s 

landscape on competitiveness and our opportunities and gives us hope for things 

we can’t see today,” Giuliani said.
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He also mentioned the ongoing Butler Plaza expansion, the recent groundbreaking 

of Celebration Pointe, and more than $1 billion in other development projects, such

as those in Innovation Square and plans to build the Cade Museum.

“As a community, we have really turned a corner, and that corner is hinged on jobs 

and opportunity because of a vision we all share,” Giuliani said. “2014 — when we 

look at it 20, 30 years from now — will be remembered as the year the Gainesville 

region found its voice, found the opportunity and started its rise to economic 

opportunity, prosperity for every business of every size and for every citizen from 

the GED to the Ph.D.”

After serving two terms, outgoing Chamber chairman Mitch Glaeser passed the 

gavel to John Carlson, CEO of the construction company Charles Perry Partners 

Inc.

Carlson said his goals for 2015 include fostering leadership within the Chamber and

its membership, with a challenge to members to choose a mission with the 

Chamber.

Carlson said he also wants to enhance workforce talent by growing and retaining 

workers to meet the economy’s needs, citing a shortage of skilled workers in 

construction and manufacturing, and a need for better soft skills such as customer 

service.

In announcing the $6 million raised by the Chamber’s Council for Economic 

Outreach, Carlson said that will help close the sale on new prospects.

“That’s how we’re going to be judged going forward,” he said. “We will be able to 

give our prospects the red carpet treatment now, enticing them to make this area 

their home.”
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The evening included several award presentations.

Sue Washer of AGTC received the Innovator of the Year Award. AGTC, which is 

developing a treatment for genetic blindness, raised a combined $86 million in two 

public offerings last year.

Mayor Ed Braddy presented just his third key to the city to Glaeser.

The Chamber’s economic development arm, the Council for Economic Outreach, 

received the Business Impact Award for a year that included raising $6 million to 

fund economic development projects, 56 meetings to promote Gainesville during 

marketing trips and increasing company recruiting, expansion and retention 

projects from 36 to 70.

Glaeser presented Chairman’s Awards to Braddy for leading marketing trips and 

fostering business-friendly policy, and attorney Charles “Chic” Holden, whom he 

called a mentor.

Mirtha Browning of Campus USA Credit Union received the Diplomat Award for 

volunteer work for the Chamber.

The Chamber also recognized the winners of the Rotary Club of Gainesville’s Ethics 

in Business Awards: Doug Wilcox of Scherer Construction and Tony Barr of Barr 

Systems.
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