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There are two events taking place, right now, that have the potential to bring 

bountiful opportunities to our community: the widening of the Panama Canal and 

the migration of Baby Boomers to Florida. 

The canal project is expected to be completed by June of this year and will allow 

wide body ships to port in Miami through Charleston. The opportunity for business 

development along the interstate highway and rail system for distribution, 

assembly, manufacturing and support operations will create employment for 

workers all along the corridors. 

Baby Boomers are turning 65 at a rate of 10,000 per day and migration patterns are 

pointing them towards North Central Florida for climate, lifestyle, health care and 

affordability. 

Our state population is projected to be near 30 million residents by 2030, with 

300,000 residents within Alachua County. 
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Is our county missing the boat for the future? Here are two prime examples of the 

current focus, in the wrong direction, of county staff and commissioners: the 

prohibition of fracking for the non-existent gas and oil exploration business and the 

discussion of the widening of sidewalks to be included within our building code. 

Are they not paying attention to what's going on in the world, which will have a 

direct impact on our state and community? 

Business leaders and investors are hedging their bets of the potential magnitude of 

business opportunities within North Central Florida. A prime example of business 

investment within our community is the expansion of Butler Plaza and the 

development of Celebration Pointe, with direct access to each development. 

Whether Alachua County opens up the eastern corridor for industrial development 

along the rail bed and create employment opportunity to the many unskilled 

workers or decides to wave the Baby Boomer migrants toward other counties, the 

waves of opportunity will be available for those who are open-minded and willing to 

invest into the future of our communities. 

The question lies upon our county leadership: Are they progressive enough to 

create opportunities for the non-skilled labor force by investing in industrial 

programs, or will they wave the ship of opportunity on by and focus on STEM 

employment and the financing of social programs? 

Terry Martin-Back lives in Gainesville. 


