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A delegation of 18 people from local government, higher ed and business went on 

an economic development mission to Silicon Valley earlier this week to try to 

recruit businesses, meet with investors and get ideas for Gainesville’s tech 

community. 

Attending were city and county staff and elected officials, including Gainesville 

Mayor Ed Braddy and County Commission Chairman Charles Chestnut, 

representatives from the University of Florida and Santa Fe College, and 

Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce staff and members. 

Chamber spokeswoman Alyssa Brown said the group met with 20 companies from 

large publicly traded companies to mid-sized private companies to tell Gainesville’s 

story, which includes an educated workforce, the No. 1 community college, and a 

preeminent university with a leading technology transfer program. 

Brown would not name company names, but several delegates posted pictures of 

themselves on Facebook from Google’s campus. 
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Todd Powell, of Plum Creek and chairman of the Chamber’s Council for Economic 

Outreach, said the visit included high-tech recycling companies that would be a fit 

for the county’s planned environmental park.  The delegates also visited a one-stop 

center for economic development in San Jose and got some ideas on how to handle 

permitting, he said. 

This was the fourth delegation trip the Council for Economic Outreach has 

organized following trips last year to New York City, Chicago and Washington, D.C. 

Powell said the main targets are companies that have a working relationship with 

UF professors and researchers. 

“The result we’ve had off of it is I think people have been blown away, even some of 

the folks we’ve met with in Silicon Valley, former Gators that are blown away with 

all that’s been going on in Gainesville.” 

“There’s a lot of things in the works as far as the trips,” he said. “Our hope would be 

that we would have our first announcement related to a new employer coming to 

town as a result of the trips sometime this year.” 

In Chicago, the group visited Gatorade’s headquarters where they talked about 

celebrating the company’s 50th anniversary in Gainesville later this year, he said. 

Brown said the trip was funded by the Council for Economic Outreach, which gets 

its money from local businesses. 

 


