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Our education system will fail if we send unprepared students to K-12 schools and 

just hope for the best. 

We must invest in quality early childhood education, so students don't enter school 

already behind. We must ensure students have the support and resources needed to 

stay engaged in school and graduate. 

And if we're truly going to be a community that attracts innovative businesses and 

produces innovative people, our students must be trained in the skills needed to 

navigate a changing world, appreciate the art that inspires creativity, and have 

healthy lifestyle habits and a sense of social responsibility. 

Twenty-one community leaders showed they endorse these ideas by signing the 

Alachua County Education Compact on Monday. The group includes business 

leaders, elected officials and the University of Florida and Santa Fe College 

presidents. 

They recognize that it is in the best interests of the institutions they lead to have a 

local education system that prepares students “from cradle to career,” as Susan 

Davenport, vice president of economic development for the Gainesville Area 

Chamber of Commerce, put it at the signing event. 
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When a new business considers Gainesville, the education level of our workforce 

and quality of our school system are key factors determining if it comes here. Our 

school system can't just be good depending on where you live. We need strong 

schools across the community. 

UF President Kent Fuchs said Monday that having a quality school system is also 

important to attracting the top faculty that UF seeks as part of its preeminence 

initiative. He pledged that UF will direct research and resources, particularly in its 

colleges of education and the arts, toward achieving the compact's goals. 

That commitment is crucial. UF's stature as a nationally ranked university can 

make it sometimes seem separate from the city where it is located. UF's resources 

must be tapped to ensure both the K-12 system and institutions of higher education 

here are among the nation's best. 

Santa Fe College, recently recognized as the nation's top community college, must 

continue expanding its role in helping meet local workforce needs. The college will 

track metrics to gauge whether the compact's goals are being achieved. 

Those goals are now only general ideas such as ensuring all students graduate from 

high school. An education summit planned for the fall will unveil the strategies to 

achieve these goals. 

The effort will require more than community leaders just signing a piece of paper. 

They must redouble efforts already happening here, such as mentoring programs, 

as well as support new initiatives. That includes ensuring those initiatives have the 

proper financial resources. 
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It was truly a watershed moment Monday to have local leaders from across the 

spectrum unite in support of education. But that was the easy part. Now the hard 

work begins in making sure all of our children have the educational resources 

needed to help them — and our community — succeed. 

 

 


