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Access, equity and opportunity can only occur when we consider education one of 

our top priorities. As longtime educators, it was a historic moment when more than 

20 leaders signed the Alachua County Education Compact last month.

These individuals, which included small business owners, corporate executives, our 

school superintendent and the presidents of our institutions for higher learning, 

stood side-by-side and pledged a commitment to expand education, job readiness 

and career opportunities for young people in Alachua County.

Aligning education with workforce needs is their priority. We are thrilled they're 

taking this approach to shape the future of our local and regional economy.

An educated population is the core of a strong community. Through this initiative, 

we are expecting the Education Compact signees to work together to guide young 

people down a path that ensures their success, and ultimately leads toward the 

prosperity of Alachua County as a whole.
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The idea of the Education Compact isn't new and there are outstanding examples 

our community can follow. We identified several after we formed the East County 

Educators Committee to identify solutions for job readiness in east Gainesville. We 

shared our ideas with the Gainesville Chamber and during the Envision Alachua 

community planning process. After looking at the successful outcomes of other 

education compacts launched around the country, we encouraged a collaborative 

approach to education that prepares students for a career — not just a four-year 

degree.

We believe it's going to happen with the Alachua County Education Compact and 

we want to thank everyone who's committed to help broaden horizons for Alachua 

County youth by connecting students and job training to future education and 

career opportunities. The entire community needs to get behind this effort to 

ensure it is successful.

Education remains the great equalizer and making it a top priority builds the 

foundation for equal opportunity. This inclusive vision is historic in nature and 

illustrates the community's dedication to investing in progress for the long haul — 

progress that will shape a brighter future for everyone in Alachua County.

Karen Cole-Smith, Simon Johnson, Verna Johnson, Doris Welcome, Linda Butler, 

Veita Carter and Curtis Peterson are active and retired educators from east 

Gainesville.
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