
Plum Creek revises development plan
By Mickie Anderson
Staff writer

Published: Monday, June 22, 2015 at 10:27 p.m.
Last Modified: Monday, June 22, 2015 at 10:27 p.m.

Plum Creek Timber Co. unveiled a scaled-back plan Monday that drops two areas 

the timber giant had hoped to develop and adds more land to a buffer strip that 

runs through the remaining areas.

The changes were part of a move to make the plan less bulky, more focused and 

easier to understand, said Tim Jackson, the Seattle-based company’s director of 

real estate.

“This is a completely revised plan. Not just minor tweaks,” Jackson told Plum Creek

Envision Alachua task force members, who quickly embraced the new plan Monday

evening.

The revised plan includes soil-testing data, better-mapped wetland areas and more 

specifics about infrastructure needs — including clarification that developers would

bear infrastructure costs — that should help answer many of the community’s most 

persistent questions, he said.

The maximum area for the three proposed development areas is now 4,180 acres — 

far less than the 7,608 acres originally proposed.
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The nomenclature in the plan has also changed: Instead of geographic areas labeled

A through E, company officials now label them “job centers.”

The new plan includes three development areas, rather than five. The first is a 

1,363-acre tract near Hawthorne, of which the company wants to develop about 

800 acres.

The timber company plans to ask the city of Hawthorne to annex the area, which 

rings the city’s northern end. That area, bordered on the east by U.S. 301 and a 

railroad line, would be poised to lure heavy industry, such as a car or farm-

equipment manufacturer that needs access to rail and port shipping.

Being annexed by Hawthorne would mean the area could be ready for development 

as soon as 2017, Jackson said.

Hawthorne and county officials had already agreed upon the area as being 

reasonable for the city to annex in the future.

The next part of the plan would be near State Road 20 — bordered on the south by 

that road and west of Hawthorne. That area would be aimed at luring a large 

company, most likely one involved in agricultural research that wants to harness 

the power of a large university while having easy access to research acreage.

Plum Creek officials believe that area could be ready for a developer to move into by

2019 and that the State Road 20 site would do the most to help create jobs for east 

Gainesville.

The plan for that area would also include single-family and multi-family housing, 

and lots of open space for agricultural research.
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The final area, which would not be ready until after 2030, is farther north of 

Hawthorne, northeast of Windsor, and also bordered on the east by U.S. 301 and 

the railroad.

Plum Creek officials said they expect to submit the revised application to county 

officials later this week, in hopes that county commissioners might approve the 

plan next spring.

The timber company, one of the nation’s largest corporate landowners, is still 

considering a land swap with Alachua County that would give the company the 

fairgrounds area, Jackson said.

One of the nagging questions had been how many wetland areas were part of the 

Plum Creek property and plans, and Jackson said the company’s own research 

located more than previous mappings by the water management district had 

discovered.

County officials will have to debate whether development that could affect about 

400 acres of wetlands is worth the trade-off to gain thousands of acres for 

conservation and preservation and to pull in as many as 30,000 jobs to the area, 

Jackson said.

Besides the task force members, Hawthorne city officials were also given an early 

look at the proposed plan, but opponents have not yet seen the revised version.

A local group called Stand By Our Plan believes the company’s plan conflicts with 

the county’s existing comprehensive plan, which was the product of extended 

public debate and discussion. They also contend the company’s plan will create a 

new urban center and reduce protections for wetlands and wildlife.
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