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While a technological revolution has transformed the way we communicate, work 

and perform countless other tasks, not everyone is sharing in the benefits.

A digital divide exists along racial, geographic and income-based lines. Poor, 

minority and rural households are less likely to have high-speed Internet access, 

Census data has shown.

That limits opportunities to members of these communities, as having Internet 

access is increasingly important to doing school work, finding a job and accessing 

services.

Cheer: A coalition of local residents and government and business officials, for 

working to close the digital divide in our community.

As The Sun reported this week, their latest initiative is securing free high-speed 

Internet service in three east Gainesville recreation centers. Alachua County 

government worked with Gainesville's GRUCom Fiber Optic Communications 

operation to provide the service. The Plum Creek Foundation provided a $2,000 

grant to buy 10 new computers.
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A Digital Divide Task Force has worked to bring high-speed Internet access to more

members of the community. Last year, Cox Communications helped the Gainesville

Housing Authority open computer labs at three public housing complexes.

Local NAACP President Evelyn Foxx, who spearheaded the task force, told The Sun 

that its goal is expanding Internet service to all of the county's public housing 

complexes and then into rural areas lacking service.

Jeer: University of Florida officials, for plans to cut down Bert the Tree and several 

other heritage trees to make way for a new engineering building that isn't even paid 

for yet.

An online campaign had sought to save Bert, a 200-year-old oak, but The Sun 

reported this week that the effort was for naught. UF Vice President for Business 

Affairs rejected three design plans that would have saved Bert and other trees, two 

for failing to comply with the campus master plan and the third for failing to 

“provide the synergy crucial to the building's success,” whatever the heck that 

means.

UF has secured just a portion of the $53 million needed to construct the building, 

but expects the Legislature to pony up the rest in next year's session.

Cheer: The Gainesville City Commission, for deciding against starting its own 

ambulance service. City commissioners will instead wait to see if admittedly 

imperfect plans for Alachua County Fire Rescue to add three ambulances will 

address an increase in 911 calls.

A Sun investigation found that the county lacked an available ambulance 28 times 

from November 2014 to March, in part due to the use of ambulances for revenue-

producing non-emergency rides bringing patients to locations outside of the 
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county. While one of the planned new ACFR ambulances would always stay within 

the county, the other two would unfortunately be available to conduct out-of-

county transfers.

A group called Strengthen Gainesville has encouraged the city to start its own 

ambulance service, but that would be the wrong solution. City and county fire-

rescue agencies should be consolidating, not duplicating, services.

Jeer: The state of Florida, for being among the worst states for underprivileged 

children.

A study by the personal financial website Wallethub ranked states in 15 metrics 

including infant death rates, child food-insecurity rates and the percentage of 

maltreated children. Florida ranked 45th overall, with its worst ranking coming in a

category that includes the percentage of children living in households with incomes 

below the poverty level.

The study follows a recent report from the Annie E. Casey Foundation that found 

nearly one in four children in our state are living in poverty. These are shameful 

distinctions, and our state's elected officials need to make a priority of addressing 

them.
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