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Timber giant Plum Creek’s plans for bringing jobs and housing to Hawthorne 

took one significant step forward this week. 

On Tuesday evening, the city commission unanimously approved the first 

reading of the company’s request to annex about 1,200 acres of space into the 

city limits. A final hearing is scheduled on Nov. 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

“We remain really excited about Hawthorne,” said Tim Jackson, project 

manager for Plum Creek. 

The areas to be annexed into the city from the county are two separate land 

areas both west of U.S. 301 with one area to the north of State Road 20 and one 

just south of the road. 

If the annexation is complete, the city will look at changing the Future Land Use 

designation from rural to Envision Alachua Hawthorne Mixed Use. 
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Alachua County staff has expressed several concerns with the proposal including 

the plan’s lack of water or sewer connections, timelines for such services, and 

that it creates enclaves which could create confusion over public services. 

After the final hearing the county will meet to decide whether or not to challenge 

the zoning. 

As for the area in question, the plans show an end product allowing for up to 2.8 

million square feet of light industrial space and 150,000 square feet of 

commercial development north of SR 20 and up to 800 residential units to the 

south. 

Residents concerned with the project’s impact on the area’s sensitive 

environmental features have spoken at many local government meetings. 

But on Tuesday only about five or seven residents spoke, according to Mayor 

Matthew Surrency. 

Those who did speak were residents of unincorporated areas outside the town, 

Surrency said. Some of them were concerned they’d be forced to use city services 

or hook up to water and sewer lines. 

“We basically assured them there’s no intention of doing that,” Surrency said on 

Wednesday. 

Surrency said he is still positive about what the plans mean for his town and he 

also points to other area improvements; repaving downtown and plans to 

construct a Love’s Truck Stop in the area. “We’re trying to change the way we’re 

doing stuff,” he said. 
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Jackson says Plum Creek has been working on marketing the site north of SR 20 

and retained economic development professionals to help. 

Jackson said once the annexation is approved Plum Creek will ramp up its 

ongoing business recruitment efforts. 

 

 


