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Am I looking through blinded eyes or are the scales of economic growth and 

development in Alachua County as unbalanced as I think they are? As I drive out 

along Archer Road, there is noticeable growth and development occurring. In 

addition, as I travel along Interstate 75, between the Newberry Road and Archer 

Road exits, I see noticeable growth and development occurring alongside the 

Interstate, namely, Celebration Pointe.

To a much lesser extent, there is some development occurring on NW 39th Avenue, 

near Santa Fe College. To see these developments currently taking place is really 

not a problem for me, as I believe that overall, they will benefit the Gainesville and 

Alachua County area by bringing more jobs and economic growth within our 

communities.

The problem I do have is that I do not see the same type of growth and economic 

development occurring in East Gainesville and Eastern Alachua County. As a 

citizen of Gainesville for 44 years, I believe that all citizens should be able to have 

the same type of economic growth and development in the areas where they live. It 

appears that when such type projects in the past and present have been introduced 
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to the county’s elected officials and a certain factions of Gainesville/Alachua County

“powers to be," they find all sorts of reasons and opposition to prevent these 

projects from occurring.

The Plum Creek corporation has presented such a plan, Envision Alachua, to the 

County Commission for its consideration and approval. This plan is one of planned 

growth and creation of new jobs, and will bring balance to the community as well as

conserve our beautiful lands. The plan was developed with the input from a diverse 

group of citizens who reside in Gainesville and Alachua County.

It is past time for the scales to become more balanced. The Envision Alachua plan 

has great potential to bring economic growth and development to East Gainesville 

and Eastern Alachua County, which is desperately needed in those areas. Although 

the plan may not be deemed by some to be a perfect one, on its merits it demands 

the county staff and elected officials work diligently with Envision Alachua to find 

common ground. I believe that they should work through the issues and concerns 

and move the Envision Alachua plan forward.

I challenge and encourage our county elected officials to balance the scales so that 

East Gainesville and Eastern Alachua County can begin to have some of the same 

type economic growth and development as does Northwest and Southwest 

Gainesville.

— Ora L. White lives in Gainesville and is the retired superintendent of Tacachale.
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